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HERE-YE, HER
WHEREAS, the older residents of Greene County represent a wealth of
knowledge and experience and are one of the county's most valuable resources;
and
WHEREAS, the Greene County Legislature is committed to supporting its
senior citizens by means of a vast array of programs and services offered by the
Department of Human Services, Aging division; and
WHEREAS, over onefifth of the County's total population is comprised of
citizens 65 years of age or older; and
WHEREAS, a growing number of baby boomers are rapidly becoming older
citizens, and the number of individuals providing care to family members and
friends is expanding significantly; and
WHEREAS, Greene County benefits greatly from the dedication and
community awareness of its senior residents; and

WHEREAS, the month of May is nationally recognized as Older Americans
Mont h and this AgeamMys whahyfdacgses onagingadn
placed how older adults can plan to stay in their homes and live independently
in their communities for as long as possible and be involved with their
communities. Planning, participation, accessibility, and making connections
all play a role in aging in placé emphasizing that what each person needs and
prefers is unique.

NOW, THEREFORE, we, the members of the Greene County Legislature,
hereby proclaim the month of May 2022 as:

GREENE COUNTY OLDER AMERICANS MONTH

AND FURTHER, with great pleasure, we honor our senior citizens and
encourage them to continue to play a vital role in the Greene County
community.




GREENE COUNTY OLDER AMERI CAN

In April 1963, President John F. Kennedy designated the month of May as Senior Citizen
month. Later in 1980, President Jimmy Carter changed the name to Older Americans
month. The Administration on Aging, part of the Administration for Community Living,

Is pleased to announce the theme for Older Americans Month 2022. The theme, Age My
Way, is an opportunity for all of us to explore the many ways older adults can remain in
and be involved with their communities

Under the 2022 theme, there will be discussions on how planning, participation,
accessibility, and making connections all play a role in aging in place 0 emphasizing
that what each person needs and prefers is uniqgue. Older Americans Month 2022 is a
perfect opportunity to recognize and celebrate what getting older looks like today.

Here in Greene County, the county Legislature proclaims May as Greene County
Older Americans Month when it expresses appreciation for the commitment and
valuable service of outstanding senior citizens throughout Greene County. In
conjunction with this, the Advisory Council to the Greene County Department for the
Aging (Human Services) conducts a search for local senior citizens to be recognized for
their dedicated and hard work to make our communities a better place to live. In
recognition of these significant contributions to the Greene County community, the
Legislature will honor all nominees for the senior awards. Two dedicated individuals
are chosen to receive special recognition from Greene County Legislature in the
categories of Senior Citizen of the Year and Outstanding Contribution by a Senior
Citizen. These two county winners will also be submitted to NYS for special
recognition.

This year, Mary Lou Nahas of Oak Hill has been honored as the 2022 Senior Citizen of
the Year and Linda Sutton of Cornwallville will receive the Outstanding Contribution by
a Senior Citizen award.

Mary Lou Nahas has lived in Greene County for over 30
= years and is well known in Durham and surrounding

B communities due to her many contributions to the area.

& She is an active member of many organizations that serve
the Durham, Oak Hill area. These include the Greene
County Historic Society since 1998, where she has opened
her house for tours, organized tours of Durham and has
- served on several committees, as well as the Durham Task
Force since 2000. In 2000, she organized the Durham
Historical Preservation Committee and served as secretary
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for 20 years. Since 2004, she has served the Oak Hill Preservation Association and was
elected to several offices; organized Oak Hill Day; maintains a Facebook page, and
writes articles for historic registers. She has been a member of the Clematis Garden
Club since 2008 and served as an officer between 2010 and 2014, as well as the
Federated Garden Clubs of NY. In 2014, she joined the Durham Chamber of Commerce
and served as Secretary. In 2016, she originated the Durham Book Club and the
Homesteading Groups. Mary Lou is a trustee at the Durham -Oak Hill Methodist Church
where she secured grant funding, helps to maintain the property and manages the

churchos Facebook ©page. Il n 2020, under
History Working Group and has worked on a map project and cemetery stone cleaning
progr am. She annually serves on the | ri

committee and was the organizer of the 9 -11 Memorial Program. Under the Durham
Community Center, she has organized several programs. She is passionate about
preserving the history of her community. Mary Lou can be found at almost any

community event, town meeting and always with a smile and kind word.

Linda Sutton has given tirelessly of her time for decades to improve the town of
Durham. She was active in creating the Patrick Kellegher Field at the Irish Cultural
Center. Since 1989, she has been a member of the Association of the Preservation of the
Durham Valley. In 1990, she organized the Durham Historic Preservation Commission,
as well as joined the Durham Task Force, of which she has
served as Chairperson since 2014. Since 1997, she has
served on the July 4™ parade committee, and in the role of
Chairperson. She has been the Chairperson of the Reading S
Room since 2010. Another community event she helped is =
the St. Patrickds Day fundr alis
of this delicious activity since 2011. In 2015, she took over £
the Christmas in Durham so all families in the town had a fun
community event to attend. In addition to her volunteer ser-
vice to the community, she has been employed as a dis-
patcher for the Durham Police Department since 1975.

In May, Mary Lou and Linda will be recognized at the Greene County Legislature
meeting. Later this year, in November, they will be recognized by NYS at a special
ceremony as part of the 2022 Older New Yorkers Day celebration in Albany.
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Terry McGee Ward Retires as DHS Executive Director

On Thursday, March 31, Terry McGee Ward walked out of her office-as GC DHS Execu-
tive Director, for the last time . The next-day she began her retirement. ‘Her shoes will
be hard to fill but: we wish 'her much happiness-as she begins a new chapter in her life.
Those who frequent the Greene County Youth Fair will still see her smiling face as she
plans to stay on the committee as a private citizen.

On Friday, March 25, elected officials, including Assemblyman Chris: Tague, fellow
Greene County Department heads, staff and well wishers joined together to give her a
send-off with delicious refreshments and kindness.
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As we get ready to go to press on this issue, just want to take a

brief moment to welcome some new staff members:

Richard ORickyod Lyons: Execut ijv
Bonnie Snyder: Aging Services Specialist

Ashley Reynolds: Acra Senior Nutrition Site Manager

Penny Konstalid will be relocating to our Catskill site once
Ashley has been trained.

At the same time, we say goodbye to MJ Pomilla who has been our
receptionist for nearly seven years. Much happiness to her in her new
life of leisure.

NY Connects is your trusted place to go for free,

NEW YORK . unbiased information about long term services and
SN, Ellro(i:(?ellnfe()c['ts. supports in New York State for people of all ages

or with any type of disability. Long term services
LOHgTerm Care and supports include medical and non -medical

services a person needs to improve or maintain
heal th and i ndependence. They may be projpi
home or other community -based settings.

Greene County Department of Human Services is your local NY Connects office for
assistance. Staffcan help link you to long term services and supports, such as home
care, transportation and meals. Our goal is to help you live as independently as you

wish to while meeting your medical, social and functional needs that arise from aging or

disability.

How can we help you?
1 Connect to long term services and supports regardless of diagnosis, age or how you
will pay for services.

1 Receive guidance and coordination as you go through assessment and eligibility
processes.

1 Help with completing applications and enrollment, including public assistance
benefits such as Medicaid, HEAP, SNAP and Medicare

Need more help?

Searching for resources can be confusing and overwhelming. Call 518 -719-3556 to
make an appointment with a local NY Connects representative for personalized
assistance. Our staff will be glad to assist you!
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AmeriCorps
Seniors

Greene County Legislator Ed Bloomer presents AmeriCorps Seniors Greene County
Coordinator, Ruth Pforte, with a Legislative proclamation naming April 2022 as Greene
County Department of Human Services AmeriCorps Seniors Volunteer Month.
Looking on is Terry McGee Ward, former Executive Director of Greene County
Department of Human Services. —

The County recognizes and thanks the many
volunteers within Greene County who lend
their time, talent and voice to meet the critical
needs of our communities. With great pleasure,
Greene County honors all our county &
volunteers, not just those affiliated with
AmeriCorps Seniors, and convey the sincere
gratitude and appreciation of our citizens for
the dedicated, selfless and compassionate
efforts of these volunteers.
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Attention Greene County Seniors
living in Catskill, Coxsackie -Athens
or Greenville

HELPING HANDS PROGRAM

Greene County Department of Human Se
has teamed up with local Rotary Clubs
ontheo HEL PI NG H Ardgiam.o

If you need assistance with getting groceries

or some minor repairs done around the home

(i.e.: changing out screens to storm windows,

changing light bulbs, and any minor repairs)
please let the Greene County Senior Angels know.

Please call: 518-719-3555 and ask for the Helping Hands Coordinator.

Note: Large jobs requiring a contractor are not eligible
(i.e.: new roof, deck or fencing)
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39 SECOND STREET, AHENS
STORE HOURS:
MONDAY  9:00 A.M. 611:30 A.M.
WEDNESDAY 9AM.011:30 A.M. & 12:30 P.M.0 2:00 P.M.
SPRING & SUMMER ITEM AVAILABLE- MENGS CLOTHI NG AV
PLEASE BRING YOUR OW SHOPPING BAG
DONATIONS GREATLY ARPRECIATED

*WE DO NOT ACCEPT MEICAL SUPPLIES, GAMES
&+,/'5(1-6 72<6CTRANICS, DISHES
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